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Vacation Bible School Information! 
submitted by Heather Murray and Tressie Hook 

 

VBS is Monday, August 2 through Thursday, August 

5 from 5:30ï 8:00 pm. HERO HEADQUARTERSé

Where kids join forces with God! VBS is for children 

ages 3-12.  Please contact Heather Murray if you 

have any questions: shgmurray@tds.net  or 849-

4048. 

 Props still needed 

for VBS opening drama: 

Kitchen Timer, Two 

rubber balls (smallish, 

hand size), Rubber 

gloves, Goggles (the 

bigger and goofier, the 

better), Laundry basket, 

Old shoes, Nose plugs, 1 

Pair of womenôs high 

heeled shoes (the pointier, higher, flashier, and more 

girly the better) 

  Please remember which items you donate or 

label them so they may be returned at the Sunday 

after VBS finishes. Call Tressie Hook at (608) 576-

4354 or  E-Mail: tressiehook@yahoo.com    

Menôs work groups are forming!  
submitted by Kathy Grant 

 

At Crossroads, we are blessed to 

have active Menôs and Womenôs 

fellowship groups. The Womenôs 

Group has recently been very 

successful in establishing food 

circles that provide food to members or the 

congregation during times of need. The men are now 

looking to establish a service opportunity as well. 

 We are organizing interested men to help out 

with a wide variety of work projects. Tasks may 

include painting, heavy lifting before and after 

church events, changing light bulbs, helping out 

Trustees, yard work, etc. We may even branch out 

into helping members in their homes, if there is a 

need. 

 Over 15 men have already signed up to be 

part of this new ministry. We understand that you are 

busy, and you may not always be able to help out. 

The way we are organizing this ministry means that 

when you are called, you will have the choice to say 

yes or no, depending on your current schedule. The 

more men we have on the list, the easier it will be for 

us to get the number of people we need for the job.  

 If you are interested in participating, please 

contact Kathy Grant: 849-5672, or Bob Tietz: 

bobbyonehundred@yahoo.com.  

 *Currently all our food circle participants are 

women, and all our work team members are men. 

But anyone is welcome to sign up to serve in ways 

that use their gifts best.  Questions? Ask!  

mailto:shgmurray@tds.net
mailto:bobbyonehundred@yahoo.com
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This summer, thereôs been a new show on the Science Channel called Through the Wormhole: with Morgan 

Freeman. The commercials made it sound as if Freeman was going to pose some very interesting questions: Is 

time travel possible? What are we made of? What was there before the beginning? Are we really alone? Is 

there a creator? It all sounded very fascinating to me. 

 So I set my DVR, looking forward to learning some new cosmic stuff this summer. The first episode 

was about black holes, and while it was indeed interesting, Iôm not sure I really picked up much of what they 

were explaining. The second episode was about the possibility of time travel. It was halfway through this 

episode that I realized I am too dumb to understand this show ï and I am not a dumb person! But this show is 

aimed way over the heads of the average viewer. You need a lot of background in astrophysics, astrobiology, 

quantum mechanics, string theory, and other sciences before this would become clear. I find all of these things 

interesting, but they are certainly not my area of expertise. 

 I was disappointed that they chose to make this information more complicated than necessary, rather 

than making it accessible to the average viewer. But as I thought about it, I started to turn that question around 

on myself. How often am I guilty of making things more complicated than necessary? My Confirmation 

students repeatedly tell me that I ñoveranswerò their questions, giving them more information than they really 

asked for. 

 I know I do it ï itôs just that I get so excited about what I teach. So when I see their eyes glaze over, I 

apologize, and then give the short answer they were looking for in the first place. Fortunately, they have 

always been very understanding and patient with me. 

 But for lots of people, Christianity ï and the Bible in particular ï have been complicated to the point 

that they just donôt want to bother with it anymore. Letôs face it: the Bible is a big, thick book covering 

thousands of years, sizeable geographic and cultural differences, and comprising a wide variety of characters. 

There are several genres and writing styles. Itôs a tough thing to get a handle on! Not to mention, none of it 

was written in English, so finding a translation that you like and understand can only add to the difficulty 

level. And it strikes me that there are lots of people who find working with the Bible a pretty daunting task. 

 But as Christians, this is our guide book. We have to know whatôs in there. Itôs Godôs word for our 

lives. It contains both our history and the wisdom to help us live into the future. If youôre one of the people 

who struggles with understanding the Bible, keep your eyes open this fall. I plan to offer an Adult Christian 

Education class to help make the Bible a little more accessible to us all. 

 

Grace abounds, 

 

 

Pastor Sharon 

Apple Fest! 
submitted by Pattie Hook 

 

Not yet, but sooner than we think!  Apple Fest is September 25, from 9 am to around nooné 

because we sell out at different times different years. What is Apple Fest? It is a fundraiser for 

the Womenôs group used for missions. Between this and the Cookie Walk in December, we are 

able to give out over $2,000 each year to different Waunakee, Madison and African Mission 

projects. What are we asking from you? Home baked items made with seasonal fruit items, like 

pies, muffins, cakes and breads. Whatever you want to donate that is homemade. We will have a 

sign-up sheet closer to the date for you to put down what you are baking and when to bring it. 

Please put this on your calendar. Thanks in advance! For questions please call Pattie Hook at 849-4371. I hope 

you will be able to bake for this event, or make it one of your stops for that weekend! 
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Pastorôs Discretionary Fund 

 
As we strive to be in ministry to the community, one of the resources we have is the 

Pastorôs Discretionary Fund. When someone comes to Pastor Sharon with a need ï 

whether for groceries or to pay rent or utilities ï she depends on this fund to provide 

assistance. 

 You can help with this important ministry by donating in two ways. First, 

you can donate cash. Simply indicate on your envelope or on your check that this money is for the Pastorôs 

Discretionary Fund. Second, you can donate Scrip cards. This is not only helpful for those in need, but a per-

centage of the card comes back to the church. Cards for gas or groceries are helpful. Amounts should be $25 

or less. 

 When you give to the Pastorôs Discretionary Fund, you never know who it is youôve helped. It might 

be a church member, a community member, or someone just passing through. But by participating, you have 

helped someone at a very difficult time in their life. Your generosity may help someone get back on their feet. 

Using Goodsearch and Goodshop 
 Our church has been signed up with a non-profit internet search engine for the last year or so. 

Goodsearch.com is powered by the Yahoo search engine, so results are great. But for every search we do, we 

get approximately one cent. That doesn't sound like a lot, but since weôve started using this, weôve raised 

nearly $35. If everyone made this their primary search engineð both at work and at home ðwe could do even 

better. 

            To make it even easier for you to remember, there is a search bar you can download right into your 

favorite browser. It doesnôt get any easier than this. To download the toolbar, simply visit  

http://www.goodsearch.com/toolbar/crossroads-united-methodist-church-umc-waunakee.  
            When you download the toolbar, you also help make donations to the church through Goodshop.com. 

Whenever you buy something online from a participating site, a percentage of the proceeds comes back to 

Crossroads. In essence, it works just like our Scrip program. If you have the toolbar on your computer, you 

donôt have to know which companies participate. A yellow bar will automatically appear at the top of the 

website to let you know what percentage of your purchase will come back to the church.  

            I have been amazed to discover how many companies participate. I expected the big websites like 

Amazon. I did not expect some of the smaller businesses, like the site where I buy cloth diaper accessories. 

This year alone, we have raised over $50 through Goodshop.   

            What an easy way to help contribute to the mission and ministry here at Crossroads. Once you 

download the toolbar, you donôt even have to think about it. All you do is search the web and shop online as 

you normally would. Wonôt you join us? 

Worship in the Village Park  
submitted by the office 

 

 

Remember you are invited to 

worship with us on Sunday August 

15. We will be worshiping in 

Village Park at the Gazebo (on 

Division just down from Main St.) 

at 9:30 am, our regular worship 

time.  

 Vacation Bible School for adults 
Submitted by Pastor Sharon 

 
 

Yes, pastor Sharon will lead a class 

for adults during VBS for adults. 

Come and see how the stories from 

the MASH TV series can make us 

think! Class begins at 6:00 p.m., but 

you are invited to join us for dinner at 

5:30 p.m. too. 

http://www.goodsearch.com/toolbar/crossroads-united-methodist-church-umc-waunakee
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Those in our prayers 
 

 

Prayers of Joy: Best wishes on 

birthdays and anniversaries; 

Vacation Bible School; Another 

successful Waunafest; continued 

support of Porchlight; the 

blessing of our Ride Share 

program. 

   

Prayers of Concern: All those recovering from 

surgeries and long term illnesses and those with 

unspoken concerns; Tammy Hribarôs dad; families 

and young adults beginning or returning to college. 

 

Prayers of Comfort in Grief: All those who have 

lost loved ones; the Harman family and friends; the 

family of Bonnie Ebert.  

  

Prayers for Peace, Justice and Safety: All our 

military and their families all around the world. 

Pictorial directory coming this fall  
submitted by Pastor Sharon 

 
Itôs time to pull out your best smile, 

because weôre updating our pictorial 

directory. The dates for our pictures will be 

Thursday, September 30, Friday, 

October 1, and Saturday, October 2. 

Mark this weekend on your calendar now, and look 

for more details toward the end of the summer. . It 

has been four years since our last one, and much has 

changed since then. We are using a new company 

this year, LifeTouch Photography. They come highly 

recommended by other churches who have been 

impressed with their attention to detail, friendliness, 

and no-tolerance policy for high-pressure sales. 

Remember, to participate in the directory, there is 

absolutely no obligation to buy anything!  

Birthdays  
 
DERRINGER, Penny    08/01  

VON RUDEN, Zach    08/01 

HAMILTON, Greg    08/05 

BALDWIN, Jenny    08/06 

MURRAY, Cameron    08/06 

RADKE, Zach    08/06 

WARNER, Debbie    08/06  

DOUCETTE, Christopher   08/07 

EBERT, Bonnie    08/07 

MIELKE, Bob    08/07 

HARMAN, Debra    08/12 

MEINHOLZ, Colin    08/12 

QUICKEL, Kurt    08/12 

SWENSON, Michael    08/15 

MARTINELLI, Florence (Jo)  08/16 

RIESCH, Paula    08/17  

LERCH, Linda    08/18 

CHRISTENSEN, Mel   08/21 

ADAM, Lynne    08/23  

CHRISTENSEN, Karina   08/24  

EISENMANN, Roy    08/24  

DOUCETTE, Evan    08/25 

QUICKEL, Lorie    08/26  

RICHARDSON, Dana   08/26  

RIPP, Karen     08/27 

TIETZ, Robert    08/28  

MCKIM, Karen    08/30 

KHAZAE, Liberty    08/31 

Crossroads Womenôs group 
submitted by Pattie Hook 

 

 

Beginning Monday, September 13 at 6:30 the 

womenôs group will begin meeting for the year! All 

Crossroads women and friends are welcome to come 

to any or all the meetings. We begin at 6:30 p.m. at 

the church downstairs in the classroom across from 

the office or in the office. We take turn providing a 

small snack (food always makes for a great meeting) 

and then have our business meeting. Last year we 

started reading books selected by different group 

members and hope to do that again this year. Our 

first thing on the agenda will be to plan the Apple 

Fest that will be held on September 25, from 9 to 

whenever we sell out. We 

hope that you can join us. 

Child care will be provided 

with 24 hour notice.  
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Fellowship Opportunities Abound 
submitted by the Activities Team 

 

Donôt miss these opportunities for fun and fellowship with your Crossroads friends over the next few 

months.  Call the office or see the folks listed for more details or to help organize: 

 

On the docket: 

Aug 2 ï 5:  Vacation Bible School: See Heather Murray 

Aug 15:  Worship in Gazebo at Village Park: See Pr. Sharon 

Aug 29:  5th Sunday Potluck:  See Irene Steinl 

Sept 17-19:  Womenôs Retreat at Lake Lucerne: See Nancy Koch 

Sept 24-27:  Menôs Retreat: See Dave Duchnowski 

Sept 24th:  Applefest: See Pattie Hook 

Oct 10:  Wicked at the Overture Center: See Patsy Manion 

 

Ongoing:  

Bunco/Euchre parties:  Bi-monthly: See Sue Tietz (July game will be at the home of Lynne and Mike Adam) 

COA (Crossroads Older Adult) Luncheon: monthly:  See Roselyn Warren 

 

Potential future events:   

We could use some help in organizing these or other events YOU suggest: 

¶ Bike Ride & Picnic 

¶ Hands Only CPR Training 

¶ Music Sharing evening 

¶ Campout on church property 

Summer Giving 
submitted by Finance 

 
One of the interesting and 

challenging things about operating 

the church budget is that money 

does not come in evenly throughout 

the year. January tends to be a slow 

month, because many of us spend a 

lot for Christmas, then tighten our 

belts in January. The summer months also tend to be 

slow, because people are often away on vacation and 

forget to send in their envelope. 

 So like many churches, we are currently 

falling behind in our anticipated income. Please take 

a moment to review your giving to the church. If you 

have been away or have forgotten to turn in your 

pledge, you can help us get back on track by sending 

it in now. Thank you. 

Shawl ministry 
submitted by Pattie Hook 

 

 

 

What is our shawl ministry? 

Our shawl ministry is a year 

around ministry where 

volunteers knit, crochet or 

even quilt.  If you want to 

be a part of this ministry all you have to do is make 

the shawls and bring them into the office.  We will 

get them to those who need them. Also if there are 

folks who you think need the shawls, please let us 

know. 
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Continued on next pg.  

It's Here...Introducing ScripNow!Ê 

 
ScripNow!Ê is ShopWithScrip.comôs newest and quickest way to purchase and use scrip. You can order, pay 

for, and print eCards for various retailers and use them within minutes. 

Using ScripNow! is simple: 

¶ Visit the brand page of the ShopWithScrip ScripNow! retailer and click on the ScripNow! product choice. 

¶ Order your ScripNow! eCard in any amount, using $10 increments that are between the minimum and 

maximum dollar amount allowed by the retailer, and then pay with PrestoPay. 

Within minutes, we'll email you a secure link to a printable eCard that can be redeemed in the store or online. 

Weôre launching ScripNow! with eCards from The Home Depot and Amazon.com. We will be adding 

additional brands in weeks to come.  Please check our website for the latest updates. 

Get your scrip in minutes...get your ScripNow!ÊIf you have any questions, please call Patsy Manion at 469-

1303. You can place your orders on August 1 and 22, and September 5 and 19. 

Don't forget our Back-To-School Gift Cards! 

Textbooks    School Clothes Backpacks 
Amazon    American Eagle Landsô End 

Barnes & Noble   Gap/Old Navy  LL Bean 

Borders    JC Penney  Orvis 

Computers & Supplies  Kohlôs   Care Package 

Best Buy    Landsô End  Gifts 

Office Depot    LL Bean  Marcus Theaters 

Office Max    Macyôs   Quizno's 

Staples     TJ Maxx  iTunes 

Dorm Room Stuff   H&M    Starbucks 

Bed Bath & Beyond   Maurices  Pizza Hut 

Crate & Barrel       Walgreens 

Pier One 

Shopko 

Notes from the Wisconsin Annual Conference June 13-16, 2010  
submitted by Susan Rather, CUMC 

 

The Annual Conference was held in LaCrosse this year. As in past years, Iôm so impressed with Bishop Linda 

Lee and the grace and wisdom with which she leads this meeting and our Conference.  The theme for the 

meeting was derived from our vision statement which is to ñLive, Give, Love é Beyond All Expectations,ò 

and 2010 is designated as ñGive Wholeheartedlyò where we are asked to cultivate a spirit of generosity in our 

congregations, clergy and Conference through a unified vision, sharing and selflessness. 

 Just when Iôd had about enough of the business aspects of the meeting, singing broke out and a group 

ran to the front to introduce ñCatalystò to us é a way for us to open our minds and re-evaluate the way 

congregations, clergy and the Conference communicate and relate to one another.   

 At one point in the meeting, the Bishop encouraged any of us to ñrun to the microphones and tell the 

group what kind of exciting thingsò our churches are doing.    

 Among the highlights: 

Milwaukee Central has established an ñUrban Eatinò community garden 

Menominee Falls has set up ñDrive Through Prayer Ministryò from 4-6 p.m. and most of the people that 

drive through are NOT church members! 

http://www.shopwithscrip.com/shop/Details.aspx?BrandID=602
http://www.shopwithscrip.com/shop/Details.aspx?BrandID=504
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Reedsburg has a Sunday evening multi-cultural services and has set up 

ESL (English as a Second Language) classes 

Manitowoc ï Wesley has a neighborhood tutoring program 

Sherman Avenue ï Madison has a Hmong ministry and an ESL 

program 

Milwaukee Metro South has a monthly food drive, and theyôve 

collected over a ton of food for local pantries. 

Marionette Menôs Club hosts a ñSabbath Caf®ò serving a full breakfast 

to members of the community 

Metro North ï Pewaukee hosts a neighborhood potluck / game night ï 

most that attend are not church members. 

Lake Geneva ï have established a radio station to reach the people that 

canôt or donôt get to church. 

Brillion has established a ñYouth Make a Differenceò ministry ï the 

youth volunteer to help with moving and home chores (not just for 

church members) and have renovated a cemetery.  Their 

representative reported that their church youth have ñenergized the 

community.ò 

Monona UMC talked about their multicultural experience and how 

theyôre integrating the cultures within the church (rather that just 

sharing the space).  Their SPRC meetings are conducted in two languages!! 

Kenosha talked of their three cultures sharing the same building and the steps theyôre taking to share 

fellowship and worship opportunities. 

The resounding theme was the church is NOT the building; itôs more about the relationships within the 

community.  Very exciting stuff! 

 Since the theme this year was about ñgiving,ò we had additional presentations and focus on 

apportionment dollars, specifically what the money supports.  It made me proud that Crossroads is among the 

churches that pay 100% of apportionments, and that Wisconsin is among the conferences that pay 100% as 

well.  We heard various presentations such as Fid Sailor talking about the Madison Hospital Chaplain 

program, Harbor House womenôs shelter in Superior, various programs to help youth in Milwaukee, and 

reports from mission work and opportunities near and far. 

 We also heard a lot this year from Board of Church and Society representatives ï there are so many 

ways that United Methodists can get involved with immigration reform, healthcare initiatives, etc. 

 As usual, there were the sad moments of approving churches that are closing, and announcements of 

pastors that are retiring, moving or newly commissioned. 

 The Conference website has many of the videos that we saw during the conference ï you can check it 

out at http://www.wisconsinumc.org.  On the ñtoolsò tab, check out the Rethink Church link, specifically the 

ñRethink Rockò video which will really make you want to get out there and make a difference! 

 Next year, the meeting will move to Chula Vista resort in the Dells ï and the theme for 2011 will be 

ñLove Unconditionally:  to truly show love of God and neighbors, we will reach out to all of Godôs children 

throughout our community and the world.ò 

Churches participated 204 

Health Kits  2660 

School Kits  1388 

School Bags  121 
 

Harbor House Kits 399 
 

Preemie Caps  779 

Sweaters  159 

Layettes   149 

Cleaning Buckets  50 

Tools   8 Boxes 

Prayer Shawls  2 

Blankets   103 
 

Seafarers  8 

Birth Kits  10 

Shipping  $6,240.73 

Pennies for Angola $5,232.25 

Crossroads sent 10 complete school bags 

with supplies, and 3 boxes of school 

supplies for at least 30 more bags. Plus 4 

Health Kits. Thanks to everyone. 

http://www.wisconsinumc.org/
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New UMCOR Blog Reflects on Courage, Strength, and Hope: 
 

 

 In a new blog that will appear regularly on UMCORôs website, UMCOR head Cynthia Fierro Harvey reflects 

on the courage, strength, and hope that are both a part of UMCORôs work around the world and characteristic 

of the people the organization serves. Follow Reverend Harveyôs blog at  

http://mediagbgmumcorg.blogspot.com. 

10-Fold: 10 Projects - 10 Days - 10,000 Advocates 
Submitted by Pastor Sharon 

 
Imagine a movement that mobilizes tens of thousands of people in 10 days. Itôs called 10-Fold.  

 10-Fold is about multiplying ministry and mobilizing passionate people to stand up and be counted for 

the causes they believe in. The event will launch on October 10, 2010 and last for 10 days. Every day will 

focus on a different project supported through The Advance, the designated giving arm of The United 

Methodist Church. The goal is to gain the support of 10,000 people for each of the 10 projects. With the 

support of annual conferences and churches, 10-Fold will bring these global projects to the people through 

webcasts, streaming video, online chats and other media. For 10 days, these ministries will be on your 

doorstep. 

 You can provide tangible support just by registering your interest with one of these Advance projects. 

During the event, $1.00 will be donated for every person that signs up as an advocate for a 10-Fold project, up 

to $10,000 per project. 

 Itôs time to step out and be someone who stands for something. Be counted. Be a part of the movement. 

Itôs in your hands to multiply Godôs work; turn 10 to 10,000 and make it a movement 10-Fold. 

 Visit www.10-fold.org to sign up to receive email updates. I signed up. What will you do? 

Storms and Tornadoes Hurtle Across the United States:  
submitted by UM Conference office 

 

Since early May, severe weatherðincluding tornadoes, storms, and floodingðhas continued to 

affect many areas of the US South, Midwest, and West. As the 2010 hurricane season got 

underway last month, a number of communities in Mississippi, Louisiana, Alabama, Tennessee, 

Oklahoma, Minnesota, Georgia, and Nebraska, were already digging out and drying out from 

tornadoes and storms that left a wake of destruction. Your gift to U.S. Disaster Response, 

Wisconsin Conference Fund #5965, will help neighbors around the country face the aftermath of violent 

weather and begin to rebuild their homes, places of worship and lives. 




